




Anatomy of Klean Kanteen Bottle: Features and Differences 

 
 

 

http://www.kleankanteen.com/news/SIGG-bpa-metal-bottles-letter.php�


hy Choose Klean Kanteen? 
 

Klean Kanteen: the Original Stainless Steel 
Bottle 
In 2004 Klean Kanteen® introduced the first personal 
hydration bottle made from stainless steel to give 
health and environmentally conscious people an 
alternative to plastic. We have yet to see another 

bottle company, stainless or otherwise, that makes a product comparable to our high quality, handcrafted 
bottles or that commits to strong environmental and labor standards. 

It's the healthiest, safest bottle you can buy. 

Our bottles have always been made from toxin-free materials, with large-mouth openings and rounded 
corners and threads so they're easy to clean. We also offer all-stainless cap options in all bottle styles. 

Toxin-free materials  
You never have to worry about the materials in a Klean Kanteen®. Toxin-free materials: We did 
the research for you and selected high quality, 18/8, food-grade stainless steel for the bottles and 
BPA-free polypropylene (pp#5) for the caps. Quality stainless steel doesn't need a liner like 
aluminum bottles, so it doesn't retain flavors or make drinks taste funky.  

Curvy corners and rounded threads  
It's easy to clean our bottles because they were intentionally designed with radius (rounded) 
corners. The bottle doesn't have any sharp edges or hard angles where dirt or bacteria can hide. 
We also use large, rounded threads that are easy to scrub out so dirt, bacteria and germs don't get 
stuck in the threads of either the bottles or the caps.  

Functional large-mouth openings  
You can handwash our bottles or throw them in the dishwasher. Either way, the large-mouth 
design of both the Classic and Wide bottles makes it easy to keep them clean and sanitary.  

100% stainless environment  
All Wide bottles have a cap with stainless steel on the inside so drinks never touch plastic. You can 
order all-stainless caps for Classic bottles as accessories too, an option you won't find from other 
brands except Klean Kanteen® imitations.  
Flavor free  
The food-grade stainless steel we use doesn't need to be lined with plastic or baked-on epoxy like 
aluminum bottles, so you'll never have to check to make sure the inside of your Klean Kanteen® is 
still safe and intact. Because our bottles don't have a liner, they don't retain flavors or make drinks 
taste funky either.  

Klean Kanteens are handmade and designed to last. 
When you buy a Klean Kanteen® you're getting a handcrafted bottle designed to last a lifetime. We use an extremely 
high quality metal that will remain stain and rust resistant for decades. 
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     Handcrafted quality  
Every Klean Kanteen® is made from pieces of stainless steel welded together by hand then 
electropolished for a smooth, shiny finish.  

Made to last a lifetime  
The walls of Klean Kanteen® bottles are noticeably thicker than most copycat brands. It's a well-
researched balance between weight and durability, so they don't dent easily. If you take care of 
your bottle, it can last a lifetime.  

      Stainless forever  
Not all stainless steel is the same. We make our bottles using an extremely high quality metal so 
our bottles stay stainless and shiny forever.  

 

We don't greenwash. Klean Kanteens 
really are eco-friendly. 

Klean Kanteens® are made to be 
refillable and reusable so you'll never 
need to buy water in a plastic bottle 
again. The bottle itself is also 100% 
recyclable, and in keeping with our 
commitment to environmental 
sustainability, Klean Kanteens® are 
manufactured responsibly in China at factories 
that are committed to strong 
environmental and fair labor standards. 

 

Refill, reuse, reduce  
Refilling and reusing your Klean Kanteen® 
instead of buying drinks in single-use plastic 
containers keeps thousands of plastic bottles 

from entering the waste stream.  
Klean in China  

We work with our manufacturing partner in China toward achievement of strong environmental 
standards put in place to protect the earth, water and air and to reduce the environmental impact 
of the manufacturing process.  

     Fair labor standards  
We visit our factories regularly, sometimes unannounced, to make sure that the workers who 
handcraft each Klean Kanteen® are treated well and paid fairly. We require fair labor standards, 
including the ethical treatment of factory workers, child labor rules, wages and benefits, health and 
safety.  

Fundamentally friends  
We partner with a number of likeminded organizations including the Breast Cancer Fund, NatureBridge 
and Healthy Child Healthy World—organizations working to bring about environmental and social 
changes we support. We're also a proud member of 1% For the Planet.  
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12oz Classic 

 
18oz Classic 

 
27oz Classic  

 
Wine Karafe™ 

 
40oz Classic 

Capacity:  
12 fluid ounces  

(355ml) 

 
18 fluid ounces  

(532ml) 

 
27 fluid ounces  

(800ml) 

 
27 fluid ounces  

(800ml) 

 
40 fluid ounces  

(1182ml) 
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Weight: 
(w/o cap) 

3.75 ounces  5.125 ounces  6.125 ounces 6.125 ounces 9.375 ounces 
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Dimensions: 
(w/o cap) 

5” H x 2.75” W 7” H x 2.75” W 9" H x 2.75" W 9" H x 2.75" W 9.25” H x 3.5” W 

Mouth Opening: 
(diameter) 

1.75" (44mm)  1.75" (44mm)  1.75" (44mm)  1.75" (44mm)  1.75" (44mm) 

Typical Uses: 

• Lunchbox  

• Children  

• Daycare  

• Juice Bottle  

• Flask  

• Lunchbox  

• Children  

• Work  

• School  

• Commuting  

• Biking  

• Running  

• Sports  

• Leisure  

• Work  

• School  

• Commuting  

• Sports  

• Hiking  

• Biking  

• Wine  

• Picnicking  

• Leisure  

• Leisure  

• Camping  

• Backpacking  

• Boating  

• Work  

Standard Caps: 
     

Accessory Caps: 

 Stainless Loop  

 Stainless Flat  

 Flat  
  

 Sport  

 Loop  

Common Features: 
 

 

• BPA-free & eco-friendly  

• Made of 18/8, food-grade stainless steel,  
no liner needed  

• Doesn't retain or impart flavors  

• Rounded corners are easy to clean with no hard angles  
where dirt, germs or bacteria can stick  

• Stainless steel threads  

• Fits large ice cubes  

• BPA-free polypropylene (pp#5) caps  

• Dishwasher safe (colored bottles should be hand-washed)  
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Product Specific 
Features: 

• 12, 18, 27oz - slim design fits in most cup holders  

• 18oz fits in most standard bike cages  

• 27oz fits in the Kanteen® Bike Cage  

• Wine Karafe™ features wine Language Decoder  

 

  

 
12oz Wide  

 
18oz Wide  

 
27oz Wide  

 
40oz Wide  

 
64oz Wide  

Capacity:  
12 fluid ounces  

(355ml) 

 
18 fluid ounces  

(532ml) 

 
27 fluid ounces  

(800ml) 

 
40 fluid ounces  

(1182ml) 

 
64 fluid ounces  

(1893ml) 

Weight: 
(w/o cap) 

3.375 ounces 4.625 ounces 6.25 ounces 7.375 ounces 11.625 ounces 

Dimensions: 
(w/o cap) 

4.5" H x 2.75" W 6.5" H x 2.75" W 8.625" H x 2.75" W 8.625" H x 3.5" W 9.125" H x 4.5" W  
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Mouth Opening: 
(diameter) 

2.125" (54mm)  2.125" (54mm)  2.125" (54mm)  2.125" (54mm)  2.125" (54mm) 

Typical Uses: 

• Lunchbox  

• Children  

• Food Container  

• School/Work  

• Lunchbox  

• Children  

• Food Container  

• Work/School  

• Car Friendly  

• Leisure  

• Leisure  

• Work  

• Car Friendly  

• Sports  

• Hiking  

• Leisure  

• Work  

• Camping  

• Backpacking  

• Boating  

• Expeditions  

• Leisure  

• Work  

• Boating  

• Camping  

• Growler  

Colors Available: •   •   •   •   •   

Standard Caps: 
     

Accessory Caps: 

• Stainless Wide Flip-D Ring  

• Wide Café  

• Stainless Wide Loop  

Common Features: 
 

 

• Wide mouth for easy filling and pouring  

• Made of 18/8, food-grade stainless steel, no liner needed  

• 100% stainless interior (18/8 stainless caps)  

• BPA-free & eco-friendly  

• Doesn't retain or impart flavors  

• Rounded corners are easy to clean with no hard angles where dirt, germs or bacteria can stick  

• Stainless steel threads  

• Works with standard backcountry water filters  

• Flip D-Ring Cap and Café Cap available as accessories  

• Dishwasher safe  

Product Specific 
Features: 

• 12, 18, 27oz Wide - slim design fits in most cup holders  

• 18oz Wide fits in the Kanteen® Bike Cage  
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12oz Wide Insulated 

 
16oz Wide Insulated  

 
20oz Wide Insulated 

Capacity:  
12 fluid ounces  

(355ml) 

 
16 fluid ounces  

(473ml) 

 
20 fluid ounces  

(591ml) 

Colors Available: •   •   •   

Weight: 
(w/o cap) 

7.125 ounces 8.75 ounces 10.25 ounces 

Dimensions: 
(w/o cap) 

6.5” H x 2.9375” W 7.25” H x 2.9375” W 8.75” H x 2.9375” W 

Mouth Opening: 
(diameter) 

2.125” (54mm)  2.125” (54mm)  2.125” (54mm)  

Typical Uses: 

• Coffee/Tea  

• Cold Beverages  

• Food Container  

• Soup/Stew  

• Lunchbox  

• Coffee/Tea  

• Cold Beverages  

• Food Container  

• Work/School  

• Commuting  

• Coffee/Tea  

• Cold Beverages  

• Food Container  

• Work/School  

• Commuting  
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• School/Work  

• Commuting  

• Flask  

• Leisure  

• Soup/Stew  

• Leisure  

• Smoothies  

• Camping  

• Backpacking  

• Leisure  

Standard Caps: 
   

Accessory Caps: 

• Stainless Wide Flip-D Ring  

• Wide Café  

• Stainless Wide Loop  

Common Features: 
 

 

• Insulates hot beverages up to 6 hrs  

• Insulates cold beverages up to 24 hrs  

• Durable, double-walled construction  

• High performance vacuum insulation  

• Slim design fits in most cup holders  

• Made of 18/8, food-grade stainless steel,  
no liner needed  

• 100% stainless interior 
(18/8 stainless caps)  

• Extra-wide mouth (2.125")  

• No BPA, phthalates, lead, or other harmful substances  

• Doesn't retain or impart flavors  

• Rounded corners are easy to clean  

• External, stainless steel threads  

• Works with standard backcountry water filters  

• Reusable & recyclable  

• Easy to hand wash  
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Compare Klean Kanteen Classic and Klean Kanteen Wide Water Bottles 

 

 
Klean Kanteen® bottles come in three styles: Classic, Wide and Insulated, in multiple colors and 
sizes. You have different cap options too. You'll probably find you prefer different sizes and bottle 
styles depending on how you're using your Klean Kanteen®. Of course choosing a color or finish 

that fits your style is important too. 
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• Slightly narrower, elongated neck is splash resistant  
• Fits ice cubes  

 

• Wider mouth opening  
• Fits ice cubes  

 

 

• Internal threads  
 Compact, lightweight adapter available for backcountry water 

filters  

 

 External threads and universal thread design works with most backcountry 
water filters  

 

 

• Elongated neck is easy to hang onto  
• Feels more like a bottle than a jar  

• Brushed Stainless finish and colors available  

 

• Slightly shorter profile, more compact and lighter  
• Mason jar feel  

• Brushed Stainless finish only  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

• Toxin-free polypropylene (pp#5)  
• Stainless caps available in Loop and Flat styles  

• Sport 2.0 cap available for easy drinking without removing cap  
• Flat and Loop caps are leakproof  

 

• Stainless Loop, Stainless Flip D-Ring and Café caps available  
• Stainless Loop and Stainless Flip D-Ring caps have stainless steel on the inside for      a 100% stainless environment inside the bottle  

• No sport cap available  

 

 

• Available in four sizes: 
12, 18, 27, 40 ounces  

 

• Available in five sizes:  
12, 18, 27, 40 and 64 ounces  
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Klean Kanteen Classic Color Water Bottles 
We're excited to introduce eight new colors to the Klean Kanteen® Classic line this year. We've added 
bright, vibrant colors as well as some more subdued, low key colors creating a palette that offers 
something for everyone. 

If you've been paying close attention, you know that to us, colors are more than just pretty eye candy. 
At Klean Kanteen® we choose names for our colors that represent our company and our people, and 
that reflect our values and philosophies. 

 

 

• Active Pink: Chosen to inspire, this 
vibrant, eye-catching color makes us want 
to get up and get going.  

• Be Green: The bright green of leaves 
and grass and things that grow, Be Green 
also represents our belief that small 
changes like switching to a reusable Klean 

Kanteen®, add up and make a big 
difference.  

• Black Eclipse: An eclipse is one of the 
most awe inspiring natural phenomenon, 
which made it the perfect name for our 
popular black bottle.  

http://www.kleankanteen.com/products/klean-kanteens.php�
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• Commuter Orange: At Klean 
Kanteen® many of us are avid cyclists and 
bike commuters and we celebrate and 
promote alternative transportation. The 
color is also bright and highly visible, 
something that's important on a bike.  

• Glacier White: We are losing our 
glaciers at an alarming rate, so fast that 
the experts studying glacial melt estimate 
that unless we dramatically slow global 
warming, by 2050 all the glaciers on the 
planet will be gone. We created Glacier 
White as a clarion call and a constant 
reminder that every piece of this planet 
needs our help right now, even the silent, 
slow moving, glaciers we’ve taken for 
granted for so long.  

• Green Energy: A very unique color, 
created for that person who wants 
something different, Green Energy blends 
yellows and greens for a color that almost 
glows.  

• Ocean Blue: Ocean health is a big deal 
at Klean Kanteen® and we support 
numerous organizations working toward 
clean oceans, which made it a natural fit for 
our cheery blue bottle.  

• Indicator Red: Chosen to pay homage 
to Indicator species, often among the most 
sensitive species in a region. They're the 
proverbial “canary in the coal mine", and 
are the first species to show the effects of 
changes in environmental conditions. 
Biologists commonly monitor Indicator 

species for early warning signs of disease 
outbreak, pollution, species competition or 
climate change including global warming.  

• Pink Renewal: The color of wispy 
clouds right before sunrise, the inside of a 
conch shell, flowers in spring. We named 
pink renewal to celebrate our natural 
world's ability to repair itself and start 
fresh.  

• Solar Yellow: Energetic, exciting, and 
bright like the sun, a boundless source of 
energy we have yet to truly tap into.  

• Prevention Purple: Pink is often the 
color associated with the fight against 
breast cancer and finding a cure. But our 
partner the Breast Cancer Fund and we at 
Klean Kanteen® have a very different 
approach and philosophy when it comes to 
this disease. We're fighting for the day 
when all the cancer-causing chemicals and 
pollutants are outlawed, and we promote 
healthy life choices that can help prevent 
cancer in the first place. Prevention Purple 
is also a gender neutral color, because 
cancer affects all of us. We also just liked 
this rich, luscious, deep color that makes us 
think of juicy fruits and summer!  

• Reef Blue: The color of a sparkling blue 
sea, reef blue was also chosen to draw 
awareness to the devastating effects global 
warming and marine pollution are having 
on reef ecosystems worldwide.  

• Tree Bark: We love trees and we're not 
ashamed to admit it. Need we say more?  

http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/breastcancerfund.php�
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That's why Klean Kanteen® collaborates with and supports 
dozens of organizations working to protect people and our 
planet. Our network of friends stretches across the 
country and around the globe, and includes everything 
from ftiny hometown environmental education programs 
to nationally-acclaimed leaders in advocacy for health and 
environmental stewardship, music festivals, and private 
companies known worldwide for their conscientious 
approach to doing business. 

Then we have our official partners: The Breast Cancer 
Fund, Green Mountain Energy Company, Healthy Child 
Healthy World and NatureBridge. 

We choose our partners very carefully and devote 
significant resources to supporting the work they do. We 
also have very close relationships with them, and work 
year round on collaborative projects related to health, 
sustainability and environmental awareness. 

Klean Kanteen® is also a member of 1% For The Planet, donating a minimum of 1% of our gross annual 
sales to the environmental conservation and education efforts of nonprofit organizations including our 
official partners and other organizations such the Environmental Working Group, Natural Resources 
Defense Council and Surfrider Foundation. 

We are proud to promote and support the work of so many inspirational activists around the 
world.Every social change, every movement, every step toward a better tomorrow takes shape when 
people come together and work toward a common goal. Together we are able to accomplish far more 
than we ever could on our own. 

 

http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/breastcancerfund.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/breastcancerfund.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/clifbar-greennotes.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/healthychild-healthyworld.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/healthychild-healthyworld.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/naturebridge.php�
http://www.kleankanteen.com/friends/onepercentfortheplanet.php�
http://www.ewg.org/�
http://www.nrdc.org/�
http://www.nrdc.org/�
http://www.surfrider.org/�


                                                                                               
 

 

BPA is a chemical compound used in manufacturing polycarbonate plastic and 
epoxy resins. It is used in baby bottles, water bottles, medical and dental devices, lenses, 
food storage containers, household electronics, compact discs, DVDs and countless other 
everyday items. Epoxy resins containing BPA are used to coat the inside of many food and 
beverage cans, as well as some aluminum water bottles.  

BPA is an endocrine disruptor that mimics estrogen. To date, more than 200 studies have 
found evidence that exposure to BPA, even at extremely low levels, is linked to numerous 
diseases and health problems because it can interfere with the body's hormonal system. It's 
dangerous for adults, but it's even more dangerous for infants and children because they're 
still developing and growing. Due to this clear and compelling evidence, regulatory agencies in 
the United States are taking action to lower consumer exposure to BPA. 

In 2004 Klean Kanteen® created the first BPA-free metal bottle for personal hydration to give 
consumers a safe, reusable alternative to the polycarbonate and lined aluminum bottles on 
the market.  We use high quality, food-grade stainless steel because it's time-tested and is 
superior in strength, durability and safety to aluminum or plastic. 

Since we founded Klean Kanteen®, the health risks of BPA exposure have become an issue of 
concern to the general public as well as state and federal regulatory agencies. We created this 
page to help you keep up with the breaking news and also to give you resources to help you 
limit your exposure to this dangerous chemical and protect yourself and your family. We care 
about more than just the bottom line, and that's why a Klean Kanteen® is more than just a 
bottle. 
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On April 27, 2010, Klean Kanteen® was honored by the Breast Cancer Fund at the annual Heroes 
Celebration Awards Ceremony where they received the Suzy Cain Leadership Award celebrating 
their leadership in social and corporate responsibility.  

 State of the Evidence 

Check out the Breast Cancer Fund's State of the Evidence, a comprehensive report that looks at 
the connection between breast cancer and the environment 

We Focus on Prevention 

Pink is often the color associated with the fight against breast cancer and finding a cure. But for our 
partner, the Breast Cancer Fund, the color is purple and the focus is prevention. No more than one in 
ten women with breast cancer has a genetic history of the disease, and growing scientific evidence 
points to toxic chemicals and radiation that we’re exposed to in our everyday lives as contributing 
factors for the high rates of breast cancer. For this reason, the Breast Cancer Fund works to identify and 
eliminate the environmental causes of the disease. 

Klean Kanteen® recognizes that focusing on prevention, by working to protect our bodies and 
environment, is critically important. The work of the Breast Cancer Fund has been a guidepost and an 
inspiration to us since the very beginning. Klean Kanteen® was invented in part because we were 
alarmed by early reports linking Bisphenol A (BPA), a chemical found in plastic bottles and the lining of 
aluminum cans, to cancer and other diseases. We created the very first Klean Kanteen® to give people a 
safe, BPA-free alternative. We’ve been focused on prevention since day one. 
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Many of us at Klean Kanteen® have been touched by the challenge and tragedy of cancer. Supporting 
the Breast Cancer Fund is one of many efforts we make to work toward a healthy, sustainable future for 
people and the planet. 

Prevention Purple. A Philosophy, Not Just a Color. 

We are proud to introduce the Prevention Purple Prayer Flag Kanteen®, underscoring our commitment 
to all the amazing work the Breast Cancer Fund does. They work to refocus the cancer discussion on 
prevention and to empower people to take easy steps, and to advocate for big-picture solutions, that 
reduce the risk of breast cancer for all people. Small changes today can protect your health tomorrow 
and for years to come. We want to stop cancer before it starts. 

Prevention Tips 

• Read the labels on beauty and body products and avoid chemicals and "fragrance". 
Check the safety of products in the Skin Deep database.  

• Know the dirty dozen, the fruits and vegetables with the most pesticides, and buy 
organic when you can.  

• Cook with stainless steel or cast iron pans.  
• Avoid bottled water and choose BPA-free bottles and cups for adults, kids and 

babies.  
• Use non-toxic cleaning products or make your own. A little vinegar and baking soda 

does wonders.  
• Don't flush pills! Take expired medications back to your pharmacy for proper 

disposal.  
• Use sunscreen every day! Make sure it's safe and natural, too.  
• Tips compiled from the Breast Cancer Fund and the Environmental Working Group.  
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Green Mountain Energy  
 

In early 2009, we teamed up with Green Mountain Energy 
Company to reduce our environmental footprint. 

"Our first step is assessing all aspects of Klean Kanteen® operations, then 
using that information to run things more efficiently and reduce our environmental footprint as much as we can," 
says Klean Kanteen's Sustainability Officer, Danielle Cresswell. "But we also recognize that no matter how efficient 
we are, using electricity and shipping products uses natural resources and has an impact." 

That's where Green Mountain comes in. They helped us assess the electricity use at Klean Kanteen's headquarters 
and distribution center in Chico, California, and also the carbon footprint of the shipping for our online store. Then 
we purchased a combination of Renewable Energy Certificates (energy created from renewable sources like wind and 
solar) and carbon offsets (from projects that capture and absorb carbon) equal to our use. 

We also set in place the Green Shipping Program, which uses a portion of the shipping costs to purchase carbon 
offsets and neutralize the environmental impact of our shipping. 

The Nitty Gritty Details 

If you want to get into the technical stuff, it breaks down like this. First there's the electricity we use at our 
headquarters and distribution center in Chico, California. Each Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) represents a 
certain amount of electricity produced through renewable sources. We buy RECs equal to the amount of electricity 
we use that comes from non-renewable sources, and those RECs balance out the environmental impact of our 
electricity use. 

Then there's the carbon footprint from all the shipments we send out when our customers order stuff from our 
online store. Green Mountain used the Greenhouse Gas Protocols developed by the World Resource Institute to 
analyze our shipping and figure out the carbon footprint of an average shipment. 

http://www.kleankanteen.com/customer/shipping.php�
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To make up for the carbon emissions from our shipping, we buy carbon offsets, which come from projects that 
absorb and capture carbon in the atmosphere. Carbon offsets are created in lots of different ways. For example some 
involve planting trees, which absorb carbon out of the air. Another type of carbon capture project involves the 
containment and/or combustion of the methane gases generated by farm animals, landfills or other industrial waste. 
It's not super sexy, but it works, and that's the kind of carbon offset we're buying. 

The Green Shipping Progam uses a portion of what customers pay for shipping to cover the cost of buying those 
carbon offsets. Put simply, we're helping fund projects that take carbon out of the atmosphere, equal to the amount 
generated from our shipping. So the net result is zero. 

Why Green Mountain? 

We chose to work with Green Mountain because they're experts in helping environmentally conscious companies 
like Klean Kanteen® operate more sustainably. Green Mountain meets strict industry standards, is a pioneer in the 
renewable energy field, and is one of the most trusted companies selling Renewable Energy Certificates and carbon 
offsets. 

Green Mountain's RECs and carbon offsets are also certified by third parties such as Green-e and Voluntary Carbon 
Standard respectively. Green-e is the nation's leading certification program for Renewable Energy Certificates and 
the Voluntary Carbon Standard is an association that reviews and certifies carbon offsets. Green Mountain's rigorous 
certification standards combined with their transparency about how the RECs and carbon offsets are generated, 
ensures the money we're investing goes to fund legitimate green power sources such as wind and solar, and is used 
to build new green power-generating facilities. 

Here's how it all adds up: 
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Healthy Child Healthy World 
 
 

 

The toxins in our environment are much more dangerous for babies and children than for adults. Because they're 
still growing, kids are at the greatest risk of developing diseases and illnesses caused by exposure to toxins such as 
bisphenol A (BPA), phthalates, lead and other chemicals. 

At Klean Kanteen® we created the first stainless steel bottle designed for personal use because we were worried 
by early studies linking plastic use to a long list of illnesses. We wanted to give consumers a safe, healthy 
alternative. 

We're excited to announce our partnership with Healthy Child Healthy World, an organization committed to 
protecting our nation's children. Healthy Child Healthy World is the nonprofit leader in educating the public about 
preventing children's exposure to harmful chemicals, something we wholeheartedly support. 

"Over the years, we've been very impressed with the work of Healthy Child Healthy World to protect kids," said 
Jeff Cresswell, co-owner of Klean Kanteen®. "Through this partnership, we hope to reach out to a much wider 
segment of the population and help more parents create healthier, safer environments for their children." 

Many household products, including thousands of products for babies and toddlers, are made with types of plastic 
that have been shown to leach BPA into food and drinks. Numerous scientific studies indicate that BPA has the 
potential to act as an endocrine-disrupter when ingested, and that children are the most susceptible.                       

http://www.kleankanteen.com/about/bpa.php�
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BPA exposure has been linked to dysfunction in the brain, behavior, and prostate gland of fetuses, infants and 
children at current human exposure levels. 

Because babies and toddlers are even more vulnerable to environmental toxins than adults, we created the Kid 
Kanteen® Sippy almost immediately after we released the first Klean Kanteen® bottles for grown-ups. The Kid 
Kanteen® Sippy bottle is 18/8, food-grade stainless steel, which is inert, safe and contains no harmful toxins or 
chemicals. The sippy caps are made of non-leaching, BPA-free polypropylene (pp#5). 

With the Kid Kanteen® Sippy you get a handcrafted, durable bottle designed to last a lifetime and peace of mind. 
Klean Kanteen® has loads of safe, healthy, eco-friendly bottle choices for kids and adults including Kid Kanteens® 
and the Klean Kanteen® Classic and Klean Kanteen® Wide lines. 

Learn more about BPA and protecting yourself and your children from environmental toxins at 
www.healthychild.org. 
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Most questions received at Klean Kanteen® are answered below. In order to avoid delays and speed up your answer, 
please review them to see if your question is answered here.  

The Klean Kanteen® Difference 

There are so many reusable bottles to choose from. Why should I buy a Klean Kanteen®?  

In 2004 when we released the first Klean Kanteen® bottle, the only other options out there were polycarbonate plastic 
bottles or aluminum bottles lined with plastic resin or epoxy. 

The reason Klean Kanteen exists is because we wanted to give consumers a safe, healthy, BPA-free alternative to plastic, 
a bottle that's reusable, environmentally sustainable and durable enough to last a lifetime. We chose to make our bottle 
from high-quality, 18/8, food-grade stainless steel, one of the healthiest and most durable materials available. 

Some of the key features that set Klean Kanteen® apart include easy to clean rounded corners and threads; high quality, 
food-grade materials that are BPA-free and don't retain or impart flavors; and durable, all-stainless construction 
including bottle threads. 

We also set up our company and our manufacturing to be environmentally responsible and sustainable from the 
beginning. We oversee our manufacturing every step of the way, from the sourcing of the basic materials to the retail 

http://www.kleankanteen.com/about/kanteen-101/overview.php�
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floor and we're constantly working to cut waste and operate more efficiently. Read more about our sustainability 
efforts. 

What kinds of bottles does Klean Kanteen® make and what are the differences?  

Klean Kanteen® has four products lines: Kid Kanteen®, Kanteen® Classic, Kanteen® Wide, and Kanteen® Wide Insulated. 
The Kid Kanteen® currently consists of a Sippy for toddlers. The Kanteen® Classic is the original Klean Kanteen®, the one 
with the longneck design. The Kanteen® Wide is a wide-mouth bottle, and the Kanteen® Wide Insulated has the same 
design as the wide-mouth bottle but uses double-walled, vacuum insulation for amazing insulating performance. Visit 
the Kanteen 101 pages to compare the Classic and Wide lines, and the main Kanteen® Wide Insulated page to learn 
more about our insulated bottles. 

Which is better, stainless or aluminum?  

While aluminum is lightweight, it can leach harmful substances and chemicals when it gets hot or comes in contact with 
anything acidic. Studies have also linked aluminum exposure to Alzheimer's disease. To ensure that the drinks inside 
aluminum bottles are safe, the bottles must be lined with something. 

The most common materials used to line aluminum bottles include plastic resins or baked-on epoxy, both of which can 
leach BPA and other harmful chemicals or can get scratched, exposing the aluminum underneath. Ceramic is another 
material used to line aluminum bottles, but it's more rigid and can crack. 

Of even greater concern is the fact that many companies won't release information about what the liner on their 
aluminum bottles is actually made from. The liner can also retain flavors, which can make your drinks taste funky. 

The stainless steel used to make Klean Kanteens® is time-tested, safe and completely free of BPA, phthalates, lead and 
other harmful substances. It's fine for acidic beverages or foods, and doesn't retain or impart flavors. That's why it's the 
material most commonly used in food preparation and by the brewing and wine-making industries. 

What's the story on the Sport Cap 2.0?  

Klean Kanteen® redesigned the sport cap, releasing the Sport Cap 2.0 in the spring of 2009. The Sport Cap 2.0 performs 
extremely well, delivering a high flow rate (3x greater than the original cap) with almost no effort. It's also much quieter 
than the old sport cap, though the air flowing back into the bottle as you drink does make a soft noise. 

How do I find out about special deals, discounts and promotions?  

If you want to be the first to find out about specials and discounts, join our Facebook community by becoming a fan. We 
also post deals and special promotions on Twitter and send out all kinds of newsy tidbits and info through our email 
newsletter. 

Health and Safety 

Why was the Sport Cap 2.0 recalled and where can I get more information?  

Klean Kanteen® received six consumer reports relating to the spout tip of Sport Cap 2.0 breaking or cracking after being 
dropped, which could pose a potential choking or ingestion hazard. There have been no incidents of factual choking or 
ingestion reported. 
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We replaced the spout tip with a new one made from the same BPA-free, polypropylene, but the formulation is slightly 
different. The new spout tips are six times more impact resistant and stronger than the original spout tip on the Sport 
Cap 2.0. 

Visit our Safety Notice page for information about the recall including how to identify if you've got a recalled cap and 
how to get your recalled Sport Cap 2.0 replaced. 

Do Klean Kanteens® have BPA?  

No way. Every Klean Kanteen® ever made is totally free of BPA and other harmful substances. 

The whole reason we founded this company was because we read the early studies linking BPA to a number of illnesses 
and we wanted to give consumers a safe, healthy alternative to plastic and lined aluminum bottles. 

We chose 18/8, food-grade stainless steel instead of aluminum or plastic because the metal is inherently safe and toxin-
free. Stainless steel is made of many elements and minerals that come from the earth, including some of the very same 
minerals recommended by the FDA as part of a healthy human diet. 

Food-grade stainless steel is used in the brewing, food and winemaking industries too. It's the material of choice 
because it doesn't retain or impart flavors. 

All our caps are BPA-free polypropylene (pp#5) too, and we offer stainless steel cap options for Classic bottles as well. 

Do Klean Kanteens® have a liner?  

No. All Klean Kanteen® products are made from high quality, 18/8, food-grade stainless steel that's totally free of BPA 
and other harmful substances. 

Because stainless steel is inherently safe, we don't need to coat the inside of the bottle with a plastic or epoxy lining, 
which is one of the main differences between a stainless steel Klean Kanteen® and aluminum bottles. 

Why do Klean Kanteen® caps have plastic at all?  

Caps made from solid stainless steel would be both heavy and costly. Caps made from safe, BPA-free polypropylene 
(pp#5)are lightweight and also cost-effective, enabling Klean Kanteen® to create a handcrafted product of exceptional 
quality at a reasonable price. 

In the case of the Sport Cap 2.0, it's also a safety issue because people drink from their bottles while engaging in sports 
like cycling and running. Polypropylene is very durable, but it's also a softer plastic, which means you're less likely to 
damage your teeth if you hit a bump on the trail while you're drinking. 

On Classic bottles, many people disliked the squeaking of the stainless caps, which are metal-on-metal because of the 
internal thread design of the bottles. Klean Kanteen® now offers all cap styles for Classic bottles in an all-polypropylene 
option. 

The caps for all Klean Kanteen® Wide bottles have stainless steel on the inside. You can order stainless caps for Classic 
bottles as accessories in the Flat and Loop style. 

Are the polypropylene (pp#5) caps safe?  
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Klean Kanteen® uses polypropylene (pp#5) because it contains no Bisphenol A (BPA), a chemical that leaches from some 
kinds of plastic and has been linked to various diseases. Polypropylene has no known leaching characteristics and is 
softer than other types of plastic. 

The caps for all Klean Kanteen® Wide bottles have stainless steel on the inside and stainless cap options are available as 
accessories for the Classic bottles in the Loop and Flat cap styles. 

What is stainless steel and what does 18/8 stand for?  

Stainless steel is an iron-containing alloy made from some of the basic elements found on earth: iron ore, chromium, 
silicon, nickel, carbon, nitrogen and manganese. The properties of the final metal change depending on varying amounts 
of these elements. More than 57 stainless steels exist and are sold as standard alloys on the market. 

Klean Kanteens® are constructed from high-quality, 18/8, food-grade stainless steel. The numbers stand for the 
percentages of chromium and nickel in the steel, 18% and 8% respectively. Chromium increases the metal's hardness 
and nickel gives it strength. Together they also make stainless steel highly resistant to stain or rust. 

Stainless steel is easy to clean, durable, inert and sanitary. That's why it's the material of choice among the food 
processing, dairy and brewing industries. 

What is nickel and how can it affect my health?  

Nickel is a naturally abundant element found in the earth's crust, soil and ocean floor. It is generally resistant to 
corrosion and is therefore used to make metal alloys such as stainless steel. 

Approximately 10-15% of the population is sensitive to nickel, but the health effects of nickel are highly dependent on 
the manner and degree of exposure. The stainless steel used to make Klean Kanteens® has a low nickel content and is 
the preferred material used by breweries and dairies. 

Does the paint on a Klean Kanteen® contain lead?  

No way. When we introduced our colored bottles, we wanted to find a safe and durable paint that also looks fantastic. 
We reviewed and tested dozens of different paints and selected an acrylic paint that contains no toxins or lead. We test 
the paint regularly and though it is safe, we recommend the Brushed Stainless finish bottles for small children who like 
to chew on things. 

My child chewed on a Klean Kanteen® and might have eaten some paint. Should I be concerned?  

No. The paint on Klean Kanteen® bottles is a nontoxic, acrylic, resin-based finish that's mostly water and is totally free of 
lead and toxic chemicals. So you've got nothing to worry about if your child ingested some paint! That said, we do 
recommend the Brushed Stainless finish for small children who like to chew on things.. 
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Manufacturing 

Why are Klean Kanteens® made in China?  

The very first Klean Kanteen® was created to promote healthy living and respect for the environment by giving people 
an affordable alternative to plastic and lined aluminum bottles. 
 
Klean Kanteen® has always shared many of the concerns you, our customers, have expressed about manufacturing the 
bottles in China. Before a single bottle was ever produced, Klean Kanteen® set in place checks and balances to ensure 
that our bottles are produced safely, sustainably and that the people making Klean Kanteens® are treated well and paid 
fairly. By manufacturing in China, Klean Kanteen® can provide a handcrafted bottle of exceptional quality at a reasonable 
price. 
 
For more information about our commitment to operating Klean Kanteen® sustainably and manufacturing our products 
in a way that's environmentally responsible with fair labor and human rights standards, read our sustainability and 
responsibly made pages. 

Is Klean Kanteen's stainless steel from China safe?  

Yes. We have representatives from Klean Kanteen® living in China who visit our factories regularly. They work as liaisons 
to ensure all Klean Kanteen® products are produced with respect for the environment and that the workers in the 
factories are safe, protected and paid a living wage. In addition, a rotating group consisting of the owners and various 
employees visits the factory two to three times a year. 

We currently perform regular product testing through third-party, accredited laboratories to meet regulatory 
requirements and our own high standards for product safety. 

Klean Kanteen® is and will continue to be one of the safest and most sustainable beverage containers on the market. 

Technical Specifications 

How much does a Kanteen weigh?  

Klean Kanteen® bottles are lighter than they look. We've tested various wall thicknesses and struck a balance between 
durability and weight. The stainless steel walls in our bottles are significantly thicker than other, lower quality bottles on 
the market. They don't dent or bend easily, but they're still lightweight and easy to carry.  

Classic Bottles: 

Capacity Weight* 

12 fluid ounces (355 ml) 3.75 ounces 

18 fluid ounces (532 ml) 5.125 ounces 

27 fluid ounces (800 ml) 6.125 ounces 
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40 fluid ounces (1182 ml) 9.375 ounces 

*doesn't include cap 

Wide Bottles: 

Capacity Weight* 

12 fluid ounces (355 ml) 3.375 ounces 

18 fluid ounces (532 ml) 4.625 ounces 

27 fluid ounces (800 ml) 6.25 ounces 

40 fluid ounces (1182 ml) 7.375 ounces 

64 fluid ounces (1893 ml) 11.625 ounces 

*doesn't include cap 

Wide Insulated Bottles: 

Capacity Weight* 

12 fluid ounces (355 ml) 7.125 ounces 

16 fluid ounces (473 ml) 8.75 ounces 

20 fluid ounces (591 ml) 10.25 ounces 

*doesn't include cap 

 

Using and Cleaning your Klean Kanteen® 

Can I fill a Klean Kanteen® with acidic beverages such as apple juice or orange juice?  

Yes. Acidic beverages will not corrode or damage the high-quality stainless steel.  

Can I use a Klean Kanteen® for milk, breast milk or formula?  

Absolutely. Your Klean Kanteen® is food-grade stainless steel, the same stuff they use in the dairy industry.  

Can I use a Klean Kanteen® for carrying alcohol?  

Yes. In fact, we make a special bottle, the Wine Karafe™, designed just for wine. We've also heard that many people use 
the 12oz bottles to carry spirits or the 64oz Wide as a Growler for a tasty half gallon of beer.  
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Do Klean Kanteens® sweat?  

It depends on which bottle style you're using. Our Classic and Wide lines are single-walled.If you have a cold drink in 
them and it's hot out, you're going to have condensation build-up on the bottle. 

Our Wide Insulated bottles are made using durable, double-walled construction and vacuum insulation, which has 
amazing insulating properties. Because they're insulated, these bottles will not have condensation build-up on the 
outside, regardless of what's inside them or the temperature outside. 

The best solution to naturally occurring condensation on Classic and Wide bottles is to put your Klean Kanteen® in an 
insulated sleeve such as the insulated totes made by our partner, Built®. Whatever size Klean Kanteen® you prefer, 
there's a Built® tote in a color and style you'll love. Check them out on our accessories page. 

Can I put hot liquids in my Klean Kanteen® or use it like a thermos?  

If you have a Kanteen® Wide Insulated bottle, absolutely! Our high-performance, double-walled, vacuum insulated 
bottles are designed to function as a thermos, a to-go mug and food storage container and will keep contents hot or cold 
for up to six hours and iced drinks chilly for up to 24. 

We do not recommend using single-walled Klean Kanteen® Classic or Wide bottles for hot beverages because you can 
burn yourself. Warm beverages can be used at your own personal comfort level. They're fine for cold beverages, but 
unlike the Insulated Kanteen®, condensation will form on the outside. 

Can I put my Klean Kanteen® in the freezer?  

No. The force of liquids expanding as they freeze can cause your Klean Kanteen® to become deformed and can also 
break the weld that holds the bottle together, so we strongly advise against it. Freezing any Klean Kanteen® (Classic, 
Wide or Insulated) will void the one-year warranty against manufacturer defects.  

Can I put my Klean Kanteen® on a stove?  

In a pinch, single-walled Kanteen® Classic and Wide bottles with the Brushed Stainless finish can be placed on a fire or a 
stove as long as you take the cap off. Do not do this with a colored bottle, as it will damage the paint. 

But it's VERY important that you know what kind of bottle you have because this is absolutely NOT an option with an 
Insulated Kanteen®. Heating a Kanteen® Wide Insulated will damage the bottle and voids the one-year warranty. 

It's pretty easy to tell what kind of bottle you have, even if you've had your bottle so long the logo's worn off. Insulated 
bottles only come in the wide-mouth design, so if you have a Classic, a bottle with a long neck and a small rolled lip at 
the edge, you have a Classic. Insulated bottles also have a separate, extra shiny piece at the bottom and come in 
different sizes (12oz, 16oz, and 20oz) than the single-walled Wide bottles (12oz, 18oz, 27oz, 40oz and 64oz). 

How do I clean my Klean Kanteen® and my caps?  

Kanteen® Classic and Wide bottles in Brushed Stainless are dishwasher safe. We recommend handwashing colored 
bottles and Insulated bottles. 
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Classic Loop and Sport Caps made of polypropylene (pp#5), and the Wide Café Cap are dishwasher safe. The Café Cap is 
also dishwasher safe and the rotating piece on the top also pops out for thorough cleaning. 

All Classic and Wide caps with stainless steel on the inside should be handwashed. The Classic polypropylene Flat Cap 
should also be handwashed. An easy way to remember is that if your cap is all plastic and hollow on the inside, it can go 
in the dishwasher. Otherwise, handwash it. 

For daily cleaning, just rinse your bottle with warm, soapy water and let it drain and dry in your dish rack with the mouth 
downward so water can drain out. 

For thorough cleaning, you can use warm, soapy water and a bottle brush. We also recommend an old-fashioned 
cleaner: diluted vinegar or water and baking soda. 

I left my Klean Kanteen® in my car and it froze. Now the bottom is bulging out. Is there any way to fix it?  

Freezing your Klean Kanteen® voids the one-year warranty because the expansion of the water can put so much force on 
the steel that it causes it to bulge or even split at the weld. Sometimes nothing at all happens. It depends on whether 
the cap was on, and how much liquid was in the Kanteen®. 

But you're not the first person to accidentally freeze liquid in your bottle. It's still safe to drink from it, and freezing the 
bottle does not alter the safety or composition of the food-grade stainless steel in any way. 

If the bottom of your bottle has become deformed due to freezing, it's usually pretty easy to pop it back into place. First 
try putting the mouth of the bottle on a flat surface and pushing on the bottom of the bottle with the palm of your hand. 

If that doesn't work, flip it over and put the bottom of the bottle on a hard, completely flat surface. Take the cap off and 
put a board or a book on top of the opening. Then push straight down onto the bottle using your body weight. 

In many cases this will flatten out the bottom of your bottle. 

You can also use a rubber mallet, but we DO NOT recommend trying to bang out the dents with a hammer as it tends to 
cause more damage. If nothing you try works, you can also send it back to us and we'll do our best to repair it for you. If 
you choose this option, call (800) 767-3173 and ask for the repairs department or email original@kleankanteen.com. 

I dropped my Klean Kanteen® and dented it. Is there any way to get the dents out?  

Klean Kanteen® bottles are made of heavy gauge stainless steel and outperform all other metal bottles in independent 
tests. But they can dent if you drop them. Our one-year warranty covers manufacturer's defects only, not damage 
caused by using our dropping your bottle. 

If you dropped your bottle and dented it, odds are the dent is inward. In some cases you can put a wooden dowel or a 
wooden kitchen spoon inside the bottle and tap on the other end with a hammer to push the dent out. DO NOT use a 
metal object to bang the dent outward as the metal can get inside your Kanteen®. You can also further damage or even 
puncture your bottle. 

Even if you've dented your bottle, it's still totally safe and free of harmful substances. Because every Klean Kanteen® 
made if 18/8 food-grade stainless steel through and through with no liner on the inside, a dent, no matter how large, 
will not change the composition of the metal. 
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Warranty 

My Sport Cap broke. Will you replace it?  

Absolutely. All Klean Kanteen® bottles, caps and lids have a one-year warranty against manufacturer's defects. Please 
send us your damaged goods along with your return address and we'll replace them free of charge. If you have 
questions or comments, email them to warranty@kleankanteen.com  

My Sport Cap (or Café Cap) leaks. Will you replace it?  

The Sport 2.0 and Café caps are not designed to be leakproof. If you want a leakproof cap, you'll need to order a Loop or 
Flat cap for your bottle.  

What do you consider normal wear and tear for the paint on colored Klean Kanteens®?  

Under normal use, the paint on the colored Klean Kanteens® will not flake or chip off. When we tested paints for our 
colored bottles, safety was our first concern but durability was a close second. 

The paint performs well in lab tests. Many of us at Klean Kanteen® also use the colored bottles so we've been putting 
them to the test in the real world too. Sure, if you drop your Klean Kanteen® or jam it into a metal water bottle cage, 
you can scratch it. It's also possible to scrape off the paint if you try hard enough, just like any other painted surface. 

But if your paint is flaking or peeling off, you might have gotten a bottle from a bad batch, which does happen 
occasionally. If that's the case, it's covered by our warranty and we'll replace it at no cost to you.  

To prolong the life of your colored Klean Kanteen®, we recommend hand washing it with mild detergent. The Brushed 
Stainless finish is the best choice for ultimate durability.  

My Sport Cap 2.0 makes a whistling or chirping sound. How do I make it stop?  

Sports caps were originally designed and used with squeezable plastic drinking bottles. Because you cannot squeeze 
stainless steel, we had to alter the design so that air could get back into the bottle as you drink. 

The little white dot on the top of the Sport Cap 2.O is a leak-resistant silicone valve, which allows air back into the bottle 
so water can flow out. The noise that you hear is air moving through the valve. 

Older sport caps do make a whistling noise when used. While the Sport Cap 2.0 is significantly quieter than the old sport 
caps, it still makes a little bit of noise as air passes through the valve into the bottle. But if your Sport Cap 2.0 is making a 
loud chirping or whistling noise, the silicone valve may be in the wrong position or may be dirty or clogged. 

You can remove the valve and clean it, but it’s very difficult to put it back. Instead, we recommend thoroughly cleaning 
the inside of the cap with a bottle brush and warm, soapy water and also pushing the little silicone nub on the top of the 
cap to the side and cleaning around it. You can also rotate the valve to make sure it’s positioned correctly. 

Another trick is to loosen the cap just a tiny bit, just make sure it’s still tight enough to keep the bottle from leaking. The 
silicone vent will work better if the cap is not over-tightened. 

If your Sport Cap 2.0 continues to be louder than normal, or if you are not satisfied with the product, please contact our 
returns and warranty department by calling (800) 767-3173 ext. 319 or by emailing warranty@kleankanteen.com 
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How do I fix a leaky Sippy Cup?  

The silicone disk can loosen with time, which allows liquid to escape through the small vent hole. To remedy this, try 
pulling the disk off, cleaning it with warm, soapy water, then popping it back on to the adapter. You might also need to 
replace the silicone ring on the inside of your cap. Call customer service at (800) 767-3173 ext. 319 for information on 
how to get a new silicone gasket for your cap.  

Do I have rust stains in my bottle?  

The food-grade stainless steel in a Klean Kanteen® is highly rust resistant. If your bottle appears to have rusted, it’s 
probably just a mark left behind from the electropolishing process, which smooths the surface of the metal and makes it 
shiny. Sometimes electrolytes left on the surface turn a rust color, but it’s harmless.  

 



 

NatureBridge 
One way Klean Kanteen works to promote core values of health, sustainability, and environmental stewardship is by 
partnering with like-minded organizations who are actively working toward common goals. One such organization is 
NatureBridge, a non-profit that has been working to provide educational opportunities in our country's national parks 
since 1971. 

NatureBridge programs introduce environmental and scientific themes and concepts through guided scientific 
exploration and experiential learning programs designed to be interactive and interdisciplinary. By educating a new 
generation about the environment and instilling a love of the outdoors in our youth, NatureBridge helps to educate the 
children who will be tomorrow's leaders, the people who will 
decide how we treat our environment.  

With campuses in California and Washington, NatureBridge 
programs include field science education for schools and other 
groups, adult education, teen leadership programs, summer 
day camp, and conference and retreat facilities. Their field 
science programs take students into outdoor settings and into 
the realm of hands-on learning, teamwork, personal discovery, 
and educational adventure. 

Armstrong Scholars Program 

We support the values and mission of NatureBridge by donating money to help fund the Armstrong Memorial 
Scholarship. Inspired by former instructor and Chico State University grad, Joie Armstrong, the Armstrong Scholars 
Program brings young women, ages 15 to 18, together for a summer backpacking adventure and educational experience 
in the spectacular High Sierra. 
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Programs such as the Armstrong Memorial Scholarship educate, inspire, and build community while promoting 
environmental stewardship and sustainable living. At Klean Kanteen, we believe in the profound power of building 
strong connections between people and the Planet, and we're proud to be an integral part of NatureBridge and the 
Armstrong Memorial Scholarship.  
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Plastics are Forever 

  

 

• On average, bottle water costs 2000 times more than tap water. 

(The Story of Bottled Water)  

• People in the U.S. buy more than half a BILLION bottles of 

water every week! Enough to circle the globe twice. (The Story of 

Bottled Water)  

• 1/3 of all bottled water sold in the United States is 

repackaged tap water, including Aquafina (Pepsi Co.) and Dasani 

(Coca Cola). (Grist)  

• Plastic is made from petroleum. Making the plastic water 

bottles used in the U.S. in one year takes enough oil and energy 

to fuel a million cars. (The Story of Bottled Water)  

• Americans throw out 38 billion empty water bottles a year, more than $1 billion worth of plastic. (Fast 

Company)  

• 80% of the single-use plastic bottles from bottled water consumed in the U.S. end up in landfills. (Surfrider 

Foundation)  

• In 1976, the average American drank 1.6 gallons of bottled water a year. In 2007, that number had 

increased to an average of 28.3 gallons per person. (Fast Company)  

• Federal and state regulations require that municipal water sources be tested for bacteria hundreds of times 

per month (every few hours). Bottled water plants have to test their water once a week! (Natural Resources 

Defense Council)  

• Tap water must be tested for cryptosporidium, giardia and viruses. There is no law or regulation requiring 

bottled water companies to test for these parasites or viruses. (Natural Resources Defense Council)  

• In the U.S. alone, more than 24 billion pounds of plastic packaging is produced every year. Most of that 

packaging is designed for single usage, meaning it’s designed to be thrown out as soon as that package is 

opened. (Surfrider Foundation)  

• Worldwide, human beings use more than 1 trillion plastic shopping bags a year. (Surfrider Foundation)  

• Every reusable bag bought or distributed prevents about 400 plastic bags from being used. (Surfrider 

Foundation)  

• Every 13 plastic bags saved equals enough petroleum to drive a car one mile. (Surfrider Foundation)  
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Can you imagine going one day without using anything made with plastic? No computer. No pens. No 

Tupperware. No plastic trash bags. No car. No phone. No music. No toilet paper if you use the kind that comes 

wrapped in plastic. It would be nearly impossible. Plastic is integrated into every aspect of our lives. And unless 

it’s incinerated, every piece of plastic that you use will be on this planet for hundreds, maybe even thousands, 

of years. “All the plastic that has been made is still around in smaller and smaller pieces," said Stephanie 

Barger, executive director of the Earth Resource Foundation, in an article about plastic printed by Salon.com. 

When it doesn’t end up in our landfills, most plastic eventually makes its way to our oceans, where each year 

millions of fish, birds, and other animals die from plastic because they eat it or they get caught in it.  

The United Nations Environment Programme estimates that more than 13,000 pieces of plastic litter are floating 

in every square kilometer of the ocean worldwide. The Surfrider Foundation estimates that more than half of 

the litter on beaches is plastic. Many researchers and environmental organizations now list plastic as the 

number one threat to our marine environments around the planet. In addition, chemicals in some plastics have 

been linked by researchers to a laundry list of diseases, including breast cancer, heart disease, obesity, 

diabetes, liver abnormalities, and prostate cancer. It can seem a little overwhelming. 

Klean Kanteen was founded to give you another choice, something better for your body and the planet. Klean 

Kanteens are made using high quality, food-grade stainless steel, one of the safest materials available for 

cooking, containing, or transporting human food and beverage – that’s good for you. And using a Klean Kanteen 

for daily personal hydration instead of reaching for single-use, bottled water cuts back on plastic waste – that’s 

good for the planet. 

Klean Kanteens are also made with a purposeful bottle design that strikes a balance between weight and 

durability; light enough to put in a young child’s lunchbox, yet strong enough to last a lifetime. We lab test our 

stainless steel bottles regularly, and we know for a fact that Klean Kanteens don’t leach toxins or organic 

chemicals like bisphenol A into your drinks. Plus, Klean Kanteens keep your drinks tasting just like when you 

poured them in. We also make our caps from polypropylene, a plastic that does not contain bisphenol A, and 

customers have the option of a stainless steel cap if you want to avoid plastic coming in contact with your drink 

at all. We’re proud to offer you a healthy, sustainable alternative to plastic bottles and we want to thank you for 

being part of the change we at Klean Kanteen believe is possible. 
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Tapped 'Get Off the Bottle' 
Tapped Producer Sarah Olson and Director Stephanie Soechtig just finished 
taking their award-winning documentary on a cross-country tour and spreading 
the truth about the dark side of the bottled water industry from coast to coast. 
Klean Kanteen® was a proud sponsor of the 'Get Off the Bottle' movie tour. 
We're also a huge supporter of the film, an unflinching behind-the-scenes look 
into the bottled water industry. 

But the tour was just the beginning. We've made a lot of progress. Across the 
country bottled water is being banned by cities, government agencies and on 
campuses and sales of bottled water are declining. But it's still ubiquitous, 
available in every little roadside store from Maine to California and around the 
globe. 

It's easy to help spread the word and support the Tapped team. 

How Can I Help? 

• Carry a refillable Klean Kanteen® rather than buying bottled 
water. Production, transportation, and disposal of bottled water 
consume large quantities of water (and energy).  

• You can actually conserve water by switching from the bottle to 
the tap. Check the water quality of your tap water here at 
EPA.gov  

• Become a fan of Klean Kanteen® and Get Off the Bottle on 
Facebook.  

• Share links and stories about plastic pollution, the world water 
crisis, and the bottled water industry with your friends on your 
Facebook page and through email.  

• You'll find loads of links to great resources and stories on the 
Facebook pages for both Klean Kanteen® and Tapped, on the 
Klean Kanteen® and Tapped websites, and on our Twitter feeds 
too.  
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Tapped examines the role of the bottled water industry and its' effects on our health, climate 
change, pollution, and reliance on oil. 
 
Tapped was featured on the The Early Show on CBS for Earth Day. Filmmaker Stephanie 
Soechtig talked about the film and shared a little Klean Kanteen® love. 

 

  

Make a promise to Tapped and Klean Kanteen®, limit your consumption of bottled water and 
take your reusable water bottle with you. 
Take the Pledge 
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To build a reusable water bottle that changes the way people drink (and think), Klean 
Kanteen® had to create something vastly superior to aluminum and plastic bottles, 
especially the single-use kind. 

 

We've always been stainless. Before Klean Kanteen®, hydration bottles were 
made from either polycarbonate plastic or aluminum. We now know that both 
those materials are associated with a host of diseases and illnesses, info that 
wasn't common knowledge in 2004 when we released the first food-grade stainless 
bottle onto the market. But there were studies, even then, that worried us and 
caused us to doubt the safety of the existing bottles on the market. 

The founders of Klean Kanteen® wanted to give health conscious people a safe 
alternative to plastic and aluminum. So the very first Klean Kanteen® was made from high 
quality, 18/8, food-grade stainless steel – a metal superior in both strength and safety that 
contains no harmful chemicals or toxins. 

Now all those other companies that started out making plastic or aluminum bottles are 
crowing about their new stainless bottles. We got it right the first time because health has 
always been our top priority. 

You don't pay for pretty. We offer a wide array of gorgeous colors and we use a safe, lead-
free, acrylic paint. Fancy graphics often require complex processes and extra materials, which 
make them expensive to produce. 

We invest in the highest quality materials and in designing a functional, durable bottle. 
Occasionally, we do release special edition bottles with graphics that promote projects, events 
and causes we believe in, which are in-line with our philosophy of health, sustainability and 
environmental awareness. But even then, our graphics are still printed with the same nontoxic 
paints at facilities that are committed to strong environmental standards. 



Our curving corners and rounded threads make our bottles safe, easy-to-clean and 
sanitary. All the nice curves on a Klean Kanteen® are no accident. Hard corners and sharp 
angles create a place where dirt and bacteria can stick. The threads on our bottles curve and 
sweep. They're also large and far apart so germs and other crud don't get stuck in the threads 
of the bottles or the caps. 

A bottle's durability depends on the quality and thickness of the metal. The thickness 
of metal is called the gauge: the higher the number, the thinner the metal. We spent years 
testing bottles with different thicknesses of stainless steel to find the perfect balance between 
durability and weight. After thousands of scientific, and sometimes less scientific tests, we 
chose strong, thick steel that meets our rigorous standards. The gauge on our bottles is low, 
and that's a good thing. They're made to last a lifetime. 

We don't cut corners with cheap materials. Klean Kanteen® bottles have two types of 
thread designs, internal threads on the Classic bottles and external threads on the Wide 
bottles. Both types of threads are made using 100% stainless steel, not plastic or aluminum. 

While it's more costly to make the threads on our bottles from stainless steel, the real 
challenge was in the design. On the Classic bottles, creating a cap option that was 100% 
stainless took serious engineering because both sets of threads, on the bottle and the cap, 
have to be perfectly formed. Designing the external threads you see on the Wide bottles also 
required meticulous craftsmanship, but allowed us to make a cap with a stainless interior 
that's standard on all Wide bottles. 

Imitation of our innovative designs is the highest form of flattery. Being a leader has 
its own unique set of challenges. Klean Kanteen® was the first company to make a stainless 
bottle for personal hydration. We were also the first company to introduce a truly functional 
sport cap, the Sport 2.0, that delivers serious flow even on a metal bottle you can't squeeze. 
The elegant Flip D-Ring Cap, available as an accessory for our Wide bottles, is another new 
design. 

But we never release something before it's ready, so it's right the first time. It's one of the 
reasons Klean Kanteen® products have a reputation for high quality. You can't copy that. 
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